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Stocks of Canned Corn, Peas, and Tomatoes 


According to data collected by the Department of Commerce 
in its annual census of stocks held by canners and distributors, 
the stocks of canned peas, corn, and tomatoes on hand on Decem- 
ber 31, 1928, not including those in retail stores, were as follows: 
Canned peas, 10,560,296 cases; canned corn, 10,598,781 cases; 
canned tomatoes, 7,874,044 cases; decreases of 5.9, 12.1 and 41.4 
per cent respectively, as compared with stocks reported for De- 
cember 31, 1927. 


Stocks were reported in actual numbers of cases, and these 
have not been reduced to equivalent standard cases. In this re- 
port, therefore, the packs for both 1927 and 1928 are stated in 
actual numbers of cases. Neither the stock nor the pack statis- 
tics as here shown are comparable with pack statistics repre- 
senting equivalent standard cases which have been published for 
earlier years. 


The pack figures for individual sizes of cans are presumably 
correct within a fairly narrow margin of possible error, but some 
degree of inaccuracy occurs in the stock figures for individual 
sizes, because of the fact that the canners and distributors were 
not called upon, in reporting their stocks, to specify the miscel- 
laneous sizes of cans reported under “other sizes.”’ 
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So far as the figures for the total stock and the total pack 
are concerned, the only cause of incomparability is the fact that 
the figures for stock are less nearly complete than those for pack. 

Returns on stocks held by canners were practically complete, 
but a considerable number of the distributors—principally small 
wholesale grocers—failed to respond to the requests for data, 
and no basis for estimating their stocks is available. It is be- 
lieved, however, that the data received, though subject to correc- 
tion on the basis of future returns, are sufficient to justify the 
issuance of this report. 


The following tables show the number of cases, by sizes, 
packed in 1928 and 1927 as reported by canners, and the number 
of cases held in stock on December 31, 1928 and 1927, as reported 
by canners and distributors; both pack and stocks are stated in 
actual number of cases, not equivalent standard cases: 


PEAS 
Total stocks on hand reported by 
Number of cases reported canners and distributors as of 
as packed in December 31 

1928 1927 1928 1927 
No. 1,221,807 788,572 601,700 
No, 14,758,577 16,799,161 8,031,788 9.854.400 
No. (a) (h) $1,002 4.525 
No. (a) (a) 11,550 13,688 
No. (b) (b) 3.443 10,988 
No. 1,217,207 095,438 602,173 582,407 

270,083 499.330 67.544 


“11,476,714 "12,609,577 10,560,296 11,225,924 
CORN 


Total stocks on hand reported by 
Number of cases reported canners and distributors as of 
as packed in December 1 
1928 1927 1928 1927 
407,003 60,071 623,460 
12,776,685 9,332,046 8.258.105 11,085,464 
(b) 5.004 4am 
(b) 4.015 2,605 
96,493 26,470 19,747 
426.038 258.554 259,775 
120.104 416,003 172 


14,252,508 10,189,104 10,508,781 12,051,787 
TOMATOES 


Total stocks on hand reported by 
Number of cases reported canners and distributors as of 
as packed in— December 31-— 
1025 1927 1928 1927 
No. 942,820 800,051 558,800 464,775 
No. 5,732,482 10,020,150 8,282,191 7,888,075 
No, 2,418,085 2.732,000 1,967,022 2,211,027 
No. 1,060,858 2,968,268 707,400 1,526,651 
No. (b) (a) 2.380 
No. 1,757,605 2,908,407 805,305 1,490,077 
Other sizes, and jars 460,556 526,360 478,771 63,248 


"12,856,461 18,870,804 7.874.044 19,498,091 


(a) None rted. 
(b) Incl in “Other sizes and jars” to avoid disclosing pack of individual canner 


Sizes 
= Other sizes, and jars. 
Total 
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These statistics as issued by the Census Bureau, showing the 
stocks as of December 31, 1928, when combined with the pack 
figures for 1928 and the stocks as of December 31, 1927, make it 
possible to compute the apparent consumption of these three ar- 
ticles during 1928. The consumption of canned corn works out 
at 15,705,514 cases; canned peas, 18,141,742 cases; canned toma- 
toes 17,920,428 cases. Jt should be noted that these consumption 
figures are in actual number of cases and not in number of equiv- 
alent standard cases. Consequently, these apparent consumption 
figures are not comparable with pack statistics stated in equiva- 
lent standard cases, that is, in cases of 24 No. 2's for corn, 24 
No. 2's for peas, and 24 No. 2’s for tomatoes. 


The following table presents the Census Bureau's statistics 
on stocks as of December 31, 1928, for each State that reported 
stocks of more than 55,000 cases of either corn, peas, or toma- 
toes : 


Number of cases reported, all sizes 


Corn Tomatoes 
Alabama 61,318 71,726 
Arkansas 5 67,673 163,500 
California 266,709 1,552,164 
Colorado 56,777 115,451 
Delaware 28,570 65,055 
Florida 47,042 59,483 
Georgia 48,265 72,508 
Illinois 2,401,040 414,024 
Indiana 508,248 365,770 
105,860 
90,368 67,251 
119,326 80,660 
269,007 31,867 
350,106 
131,805 174,608 
237,069 161,287 
Minnesota 802,671 100,055 
Missourt 178,114 353,582 
Montana 40,136 53,089 
Nebraska 168,011 63,051 
37,648 131,006 
782.825 636.148 
707,052 258,800 
106,852 88,512 
369,060 304,521 
100,051 82,073 
297.441 226,579 
15,062 577.258 
57,008 137,480 
128,830 68,229 
76,541 80,820 
342,353 82,106 
475,380 508,588 


10,508,781 


For purposes of comparison there is given below a table 
from the Census Bureau's report last year on the stocks as of 
December 31, 1927. It furnishes statistics for each State that 
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reported stocks of more than 100,000 cases of either peas, corn 
or tomatoes. 


Number of cases reported, all sizes 
Corn Tomatoes 
Alabama 74.460 105,926 
Arkansas .... 579,475 
California ... x 840,173 1,768,457 
Colorado 6! 66,489 116,695 
Delaware x 87,442 525,405 
Florida 105,381 
Georgia 58.000 128,578 
Illinois 2,021,802 126,548 
Indiana ‘ 713.275 757,018 
1,158,726 175,086 
199.815 110,659 
141,405 
5. 36.461 
Maryland 5. 660,491 462,572 
Massachusetts a 139,716 148,308 
Michigan 240,152 101,418 
Minnesota . 076,080 193,050 
Missouri 43, 204,257 620,476 
Montana x $5,251 34,021 
Nebraska 182.469 60.934 
49,004 300, 480 
007,583 724,781 
15,278 402.485 
Oklahoma 144,070 151,206 
Pennsylvania 441,050 553,907 
Tennessee 5 146,687 265.407 
318,546 342.988 
21.406 587,848 
84,005 
Washington 55.910 
Weat Virginia 59, 108,880 146,089 
Wisconsin 417,505 100,466 
All other States $48,561 546,157 578,285 


United States “11,225,928 “12.051 87 13, 438,081 


Wholesale Grocery Sales and Stocks in February 

The volume of wholesale trade declined in February, accord- 
ing to the Federal Reserve Board, and was smaller than a year 
ago. Declines in sales of furniture, hardware, dry goods and 
groceries were offset in part by increases in sales of meats and 
drugs. 

Changes in sales and stocks of wholesale grocery firms in 
February as compared with January, 1929, and February, 1928, 
are shown in the following tables: 


Sales: February, 1920, Stocks: February, 1929, 
compared with— compare: with— 
January, 1929 February, 1928 January, 1929 February, 1928 
Districts Per cent Per cent Per cent 
United States 0.9 
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Canned Food Exports in February 

Exports of canned foods in February as compared with the 
same month last year were characterized by decreases in canned 
meats, vegetables, and evaporated milk, and increases in con- 
densed milk, canned fruits, salmon, and sardines. The most 
striking gain was shown in shipments of apples and applesauce, 
which amounted to over 4,000,000 pounds in February as com- 
pared with about 900,000 pounds in February last year. The 
following table gives the detailed statistics on exports as com- 
piled by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce: 


February, 1926 February, 1029 

Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned ments, total 1,502,632 $525,426 1,430,808 $518,880 
496008640006 212,123 74,825 270,483 104,602 
0.666400 060466000000 225,458 72,507 186,706 40,403 
Canned vegetables, total ........cceceeeeees 6,070,015 533,569 5,258,088 528,027 
450,042 122,792 1,030,020 160,735 
Baked beans, and pork and beans ...... 1,001,198 105,974 637,118 60,047 
004006080 202,776 18,189 384,012 
00068 474,824 43.021 469,786 43,836 
1,104,088 115.240 1,901,482 128,649 
013,479 40,777 =1,120,080 72,607 
7,580,505 781,007 6,606,210 686,807 
24,581,218 2,236,780 27,073,470 2,400,050 
Apples and applesauce 887,517 60,412 4,048,047 200,201 
2,606,507 263,248 2,065,179 201,206 
0 141,085 30,380 165,856 26,019 
0:09: 5,200,741 567,784 6,294,050 631,382 
4,410,830 419.615 2,655,552 256,744 
9000006000003 149,124 16,179 218,982 19,005 
2,143,825 463,107 2,981,774 508,169 
7,807,022 613,069 11,546,040 869,508 


Truck Crop Markets 


Recent rains and floods have caused some damage to south- 
ern truck crops, especially. in Alabama and Georgia, the U. S. 
Market News Service states in its report for the week ended 
March 23. Part of the acreage, however, will be replanted. 
In general, the opening of spring and the coming of warmer 
weather was hastening development of all crops, and the spring 
movement of vegetables will soon be very active. Fruit trees 
are in bloom in many parts of the country. 

Florida strawberry forwardings decreased to 120 cars 
during the week. The first two cars of the season rolled from 
Louisiana. String beans were coming mostly from Florida. 
The supply of carrots was mainly from southern Texas. 

Apple shipments decreased to about 1,100 cars last week, of 
which 660 were from the West and 445 from the East. Last 
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season's corresponding movement was 720 cars. Movement of 
oranges was very heavy, totaling 2,225 cars, compared with 
1,700 during the same week last spring. Combined shipments 
of 24 fruits and vegetables totaled 16,665 cars, but were 3,000 
heavier than a year ago. 


The 1929 asparagus season was opening rather slowly, but 
considerable stock is now on the market. About 60 cars rolled 
from California last week, compared with 14 the week before 
and 230 during the same period of 1928. 


New cabbage was starting to move from South Carolina, 
Alabama, Louisiana and southern California. Texas originated 
about 600 and Florida 330 cars. Total output was 970 cars of new 
stock compared with 600 a year ago. Intended acreage of sum- 
mer cabbage in 14 intermediate states is 22,600 acres, assuming 
that Arkansas, Delaware, and Long Island will plant the same as 
last year. Plantings in this same group of states last season 
were 23,030 acres, and two years ago 21,880. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


r. Mar. Total this Totallast Total 
Commodity 18-24 seasonto seasonto last 
Mar, 28 Mar. 24 season 
121,180 03,004 
Western states 
ragus 
Cabbage, 1929 season 
Carrots, 1929 season 
Cauliflower 
Green peas: 
Domestic 


String beans 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic 
age 


Bahama Tomato Shipments in 1928-29 


Total shipments of tomatoes from the Bahamas to the United 
States during the 1928-29 season (November 19 to March 8) 
amounted to 6,287,000 pounds as compared with 8,437,000 pounds 
during 1927-28, according to a report from the American consul 
as Nassau. This represents a decrease of approximately 2,150,- 
000 pounds. The shipments were larger, however, than in the 
1925-26 and 1924-25 seasons. 

The 1928-29 season as a whole was very disappointing as it 
resulted in heavy losses to the growers, due largely to the poor 


| 
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Mixed vegetables: 
802 733 TAT 8.371 8.007 33,335 
6 ‘ 26 190 256 398 
20 56 a4 24,184 18,668 18,744 
| 
o2 107 63 626 on) 3,507 
25 18 a1 743 
Spinach 392 460 508 7,123 6,979 10,501 
Strawberries 123 203 55 1.408 18,715 ‘ 
179 1,876 1,659 6,693 
: 413 155 3.456 1,465 30,958 
106 356 4,203 5,525 
: 


INFORMATION LETTER 1403 


condition of the shipments on arrival in New York and to the 
competition from other tomato-growing areas. The bulk of the 
Bahama tomato crop was shipped later than usual this season 
because of the necessity of replanting caused by the hurricane in 
September, 1928. 


Bermuda Vegetable Shipments 


Exports of vegetables from Bermuda to the United States 
during the first half of March amounted to only 334,824 pounds 
as compared with 768,039 pounds in the corresponding period of 
last year. Since the beginning of the season last November, 
Bermuda shipments of vegetables have totaled 3,570,370 pounds, 
as against 4,798,819 for the same period of the preceding year. 


Intended Acreage in Beans and Sweet Potatoes 


Bean growers report an intended increase in acreage of 
about 20 per cent this year over that harvested in 1928, accord- 
ing to the Department of Agriculture. This acreage with aver- 
age abandonment and average yields would produce 20,500,000 
bushels of beans, which is 2,000,000 bushels in excess of probable 
domestic consumption. It was pointed out in the January out- 


look report, issued by the Department of Agriculture, that the 
1928 crop of 16,600,000 bushels is below current needs and that 
a material increase in acreage, properly apportioned among the 
principal varieties, seems justified. However, the general in- 
crease now planned appears to be excessive. 

In Michigan and New York reports indicate an intended in- 
crease of 25 per cent and 40 per cent, respectively. On this basis 
and with average yields the 1929 production of white pea beans 
would be about 7,100,000 bushels, compared with 5,447,000 bush- 
els in 1928 and 6,320,000 bushels the average for the five years 
1923-1927. 


A heavy intended increase in the acreage of Great North- 
erns is reported as follows: 50 per cent in Idaho; 25 per cent 
in Montana; and 40 per cent in Wyoming. With average yields 
such an increased acreage would produce 2,600,000 bushels, or 30 
per cent more than in 1928 and 15 per cent more than the previ- 
ous record crop of 1927. In 1928 the acreage of this variety 
was increased about 20 per cent, and the low yield per acre was 
the controlling factor in total production. 

On the basis of the intended increases in acreage, with aver- 
age yields, the total production of all white beans, exclusive of 
Limas and White Kidneys, would be over 11,000,000 bushels, 
compared with 8,500,000 bushels in 1928 and 8,850,000 bushels 
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the average for the five years 1923-1927. The previous record 
crop of this group was in 1925, when approximately 11,000,000 
bushels were produced, and a heavy decline in prices resulted. 

Small increases in the acreage planted to pinto beans are 
proposed in Colorado and New Mexico. The present relatively 
high price of pintos appears to be due to the general shortage of 
all beans and not to the relative supply of pintos. The 1928 crop 
of 2,190,000 bushels was produced with yields 25 per cent below 
the average, and the same acreage with average yields would re- 
sult in a production of 2,740,000 bushels accompanied by lower 
prices. 

Growers report that they intend to plant an acreage of sweet 
potatoes 6 per cent larger than that harvested last year. The 
acreage intended is, however, considerably less than farmers in- 
tended to plant last year, and allowing for usual loss of acreage 
and for usual difficulty in setting, the acreage harvested seems 
more likely to decrease than to increase, except in the important 
commercial sweet potato states. 


Tomato Products Imports 
Imports of canned tomatoes in February exceeded those for 
the same month last year by 2,160,000 pounds, and brought the 
total for the first two months of 1929 up to 21,655,129 pounds, 
or 1,695,000 pounds more than in the same period last year. 
Tomato paste imports, while larger than in February last 
year, were only slightly greater than in January of the present 
year, so that the total for the first two months of 1929 was about 
1,211,000 pounds less than in the corresponding period of 1929. 
The following table, compiled from Department of Com- 
merce statistics, shows the imports in 1928 and 1929: 


Tomato Paste 


Canned Tomatoes 


1928 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
12,050,604 $606,405 2,318,506 $219,000 
7,000,408 446,208 543,206 56,268 


19,060,102 1,112,703 2,001,862 275,268 


11,584,855 601,013 117,002 
10,070,274 605,850 851,920 116,938 


Weather Conditions 

According to the Weather Bureau, the outstanding feature 
in the eastern half of the country during the week ending March 
26 was the summer-like conditions that prevailed. Under the 
influence of abnormal warmth and abundant soil moisture, vege- 
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tation made remarkable advance, and at the close of the period 
early fruit trees were blooming as far north as Kentucky, cen- 
tral Virginia and eastern Maryland, with buds swelling to Penn- 
sylvania and the lower Lake region. The soil dried rapidly in 
parts of the Ohio Valley, with plowing resumed in places, es- 
pecially on uplands, and some oats were seeded locally, but in 
general it continued too wet for working, and field activities 
were still limited. In the more eastern States conditions were 
very favorable for outside operations, with some early garden- 
ing north to Pennsylvania, and potatoes being planted on Long 
Island. 


Conditions were also favorable in the central and southern 
Great Plains, and both vegetation and field work made good prog- 
ress. In the northern Plains conditions were less favorable, but 
some work was accomplished. 


In the Southeastern States there was very little improve- 
ment in conditions as affecting agricultural operations. The 
temperatures were high and the latter part of the week was 
mostly fair, and this was effective to some extent in drying the 
soil sufficiently for the resumption of field operations on higher 
lands. In general, however, over the entire area from the lower 
Mississippi River eastward, and extending northward to Ten- 
nessee and western North Carolina, the soil continued too wet 
to work, and field operations remained largely at a standstill. 


Treaty in Regard to Sockeye Salmon Fisheries Signed 


A treaty for the preservation and extension of the Sockeye 
salmon fisheries of the Fraser River System, which includes the 
waters contiguous to the State of Washington and the Province 
of British Columbia, was signed by Secretary of State Kellogg 
and the Canadian Minister at Washington on March 27. 

The treaty provides for the establishment of an Interna- 
tional Fisheries Commission of six members, three on the part 
of the United States and three on the part of the Dominion of 
Canada. The Commissioner of Fisheries of the United States 
will be one of the commissioners. 

The commission is charged with the duty of making a thor- 

ugh investigation into the natural history of the sockeye sal- 
mon and is given power to maintain hatcheries and develop the 
fisheries. It is also given power to establish a closed season when 
fishing for sockeye salmon will be prohibited between June 1st 
and August 20th in each year, and to regulate the character and 
size of fishing gear that may be used during the open fishing 
season. 
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The convention is concluded for a period of sixteen years, 
after which it is subject to termination on notice of one year 
given by the Government of either the United States or Canada. 


Spanish Fish Canners Seek Standardization in Labeling of 
Canned Fish for Export 


The Vigo Association of Fish Packers suggests the advisa- 
bility of a cooperative effort by the fish canning interests of the 
world to overcome, so far as possible, the difficulties under which 
export business is now laboring because of the numerous and 
exacting regulations in force in many countries relative to the 
labeling of fish products. To this end the Spanish association, 
according to information received from the American consul at 
Vigo, Spain, would be glad to hear from American fish canners 
who might be interested in any such movement. 


The difficulties, which are without doubt well known to all 
American fish canners doing an export business, consist in the 
multiplicity and divergence of the information which the regula- 
tions of various countries require on the labels of canned fish. 

Some countries require that the label show the number of 
fish in the can; others that the net weight of the fish and oil con- 
tents be given; still others provide that the date of packing must 
be stamped on the tin; some must have the genus and species of 
the fish given in Latin terminology; and others specify that the 
labels must be printed solely in the idiom of the importing coun- 
try. 


Sardine Fishery and Cannery Planned in New Zealand 


A syndicate is being formed in Auckland to equip a fleet of 
fishing boats and erect a sardine canning factory in the North 
Island, according to information received in the Department of 
Commerce from the American consul at Wellington. 

The syndicate hopes to start systematic exploration of the 
waters of the Hauraki Gulf within a short time. This gulf is said 
to be teeming with the true sardine, of which the Mediterranean 
has hitherto been the chief known habitat, and these fish are also 
found in large quantities along other parts of the New Zealand 
coast. It is said that the New Zealand sardine comprises the 
sardelle of the Mediterranean (the larger variety), six or seven 
inches in length, the sardalina, about four inches long, and the 
rarer anchovy less than three inches in length. 


The ultimate aim of the promoters is to erect a cannery with 
an output of 20,000 tins of sardines daily. An expert in the can- 
ning trade from the island of Vis in the Adriatic has been en- 
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gaged to take charge of the factory end of the enterprise, and is 
expected soon to arrive in Auckland. 


Australian Cooperative Canneries May Consolidate 

Negotiations have been commenced by the Victorian Gov- 
ernment with directors of the three cooperative canneries in that 
Australian state to effect an amalgamation, according to the 
American trade commissioner at Sydney. This amalgamation, 
it is hoped, will improve the financial position of the three can- 
neries, which have in recent years obtained State subsidies that 
now exceed $3,500,000. 

So serious is the present situation that growers of some 
varieties of fruits for canning in Victoria are receiving an ad- 
vance of $25 a ton with only the prospects of further payments, 
Prospective payments depend entirely upon the amount of the 
bounty on canned peaches, which the Federal Government is now 
considering. Growers ask a bounty of 36 cents on each dozen 
tins of peaches exported. The Federal Ministry propose a bounty 
of 25 cents a dozen cans on fruit exported subject to the pay- 
ment to growers of $45 a ton for the fruit processed. However, 
cannery directors state that it would be impossible to conduct 
the industry under these conditions, so that the Government is 
further considering the matter. In the meantime growers are 
not receiving the cost of production for their fruit. 

The same situation exists at Leeton, New South Wales, 
although the growers there have already been paid $50 a ton 
straight out for their apricots; on peaches they have been ad- 
vanced $25 a ton only, further payments being dependent on the 
bounty. 


Report Available on Pineapple Canning Industry in Fiji 

A complete report on the pineapple canning industry in the 
Fiji Islands has recently been received by the Department of 
Commerce from the American consul at Suva. It contains in- 
formation on the area under cultivation, production, exports, 
markets, canning operations and experiments, etc. The report 
will be loaned to interested American firms upon application to 
the Department of Commerce or any of its district or coopera- 
tive offices. 


Good Outlook for Canned Pineapples in Hawaii 
Cable information received in the Department of Commerce 
from the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce states that the pine- 
apple outlook in Hawaii is excellent, and some companies have 
already contracted for their full year’s output. 
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Brazilian Market for Canned Foods 


The Brazilian market for foodstuffs is analyzed in an 18- 
page pamphlet just issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Commerce as Trade Information Bulletin No. 604. 

Importation of canned fruit is limited, the bulletin states, 
because of a high import tariff. The United States is the lead- 
ing supplier, shipping principally canned peaches. Canned pears, 
cherries, and apricots are also imported from the United States. 
It is possible that more American canned fruit might be sold if 
some advertising urging its consumption were carried on. 

The importation of preserved vegetables and extracts, on 
the other hand, is fairly large and is increasing. The principal 
article included in this classification is tomato paste prepared in 
Italy. The United States supplies practically all the canned 
asparagus and canned corn. The other items included in the 
classification are specialities produced in Europe. 

Little canned fish is shipped from the United States to Bra- 
zil. Salmon pays a high duty and only the better classes can af- 
ford it. Until recently, nearly all the salmon sold in Brazil bore 
the trade-mark of a British firm that specializes in exporting 
foodstuffs of all kinds; the salmon was the product of an Ameri- 
can cannery, and had been shipped to England and then to Bra- 
zil. At present an American trade-marked first quality can be 
obtained in many of the grocery stores. Its price to the con- 
sumer, on account of the duty, is so high, however, that few peo- 
ple can afford to buy it. 

California sardines were introduced in Rio de Janeiro dur- 
ing the latter part of 1928 and it appears they will be sold in 
increasing quantities as they become known. The duty on sar- 
dines is half that on salmon, and unless the retailers add too 
much profit to their cost price, the ordinary consumer can buy 
California sardines and get more for his money than by pur- 
chasing several of the smaller tins containing the European 
product. 

Apparently no attempts have been made to introduce other 
American fish products, such as clam chowder, tuna, etc. While 
the sale of haddock, herring, etc., has not experienced much in- 
crease, it seems that more could be sold. 


Student Dietitians Visit Association Laboratory 


The class of dietitians which graduates this year from the 
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington visited the laboratory of 
the Association during the week of March 25 and gained first- 
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hand information as to the methods and results of the research 
work done for the canning industry. The young women com- 
posing the class have completed their four-year college course 
and one year of specialized training at Walter Reed. They are 
all preparing to go into Army hospitals as dietitians. 


Rates on Canned Foods from Pacific Coast Upheld 


The maintenance of two carload rates and two carload mini- 
ma, and the application thereof to the transportation of canned 
fruits and vegetables from the Pacific Coast points of origin to 
destination points north of the Ohio and Potomac Rivers and east 
of the Missouri River, by all-rail carriers, are not unduly pre- 
judicial against steamship companies engaged in the transpor- 
tation of freight articles by water through the Panama Canal 
between Pacific Coast ports and Atlantic and Gulf ports, accord- 
ing to a decision of the Interstate Commerce Commission, which 
has ordered dismissal of the complaint filed by the steamship 
companies. 

The Commission found, further, that the maintenance of 
blanket carload rates, and the application thereof to the trans- 
portation of canned fruits and vegetables from Pacific Coast 
points of origin to points of destination in the Eastern territory 
described, is not unduly prejudicial against the steamship com- 
panies. 

The steamship companies, the Commission found, are com- 
petent to maintain proceedings as complainants under the Inter- 
state Commerce Act, but dismissal of their complaint in this case 
was ordered in view of the facts developed in the proceedings. 

According to the Commission's decision, Section 500 of the 
Transportation Act, which instructs the Commission to foster 
in full vigor both rail and water transportation, does not impose 
any duty on the all-rail carriers. 

The complaint of the steamship companies, as described by 
their counsel (Docket 19561) is that defendants on traffic from 
Pacific Coasts to destinations in the consuming market, that ter- 
ritory lying between the Atlantic Ocean and the Missouri River 
and north of the Ohio and Potomac Rivers, on carloads of canned 
fruits and vegetables publish and apply two rates and two mini- 
ma while on westbound from the north Atlantic ports on the 
same commodities destined to the same consignee only one mini- 
mun is published and applied. 

The complaint in Docket 19561-Sub. No. 1 is that defendants 
publish and apply a blanket rate on canned fruits and vegetables 
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from Pacific Coast territory to the consuming market, while on 
the same traffic from North Atlantic ports the rates to the same 
consuming market increase with distance. 


Business Conditions 


The volume of money turnover during the week ended March 
23, as indicated by check payments, was larger than in either the 
preceding week or a year ago, according to the weekly state- 
ment of the Department of Commerce. Industrial activity, as 
reflected by steel-plant operations, was also greater than in 
either the preceding week or the same period a year ago. Larger 
freight-car loadings were recorded during the latest reported 
week than during the previous week or the same period last year. 


The general level of wholesale prices showed only a frac- 
tional advance from the preceding week and from a year ago. 
Business failures were less numerous than in either period. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total MisceYaneous L. C. L. Other 
Week ended March 16 .......... 957,460 378,079 260,766 337,715 
Preceding WOOK 045,770 360,602 250,742 $25,336 
Corresponding week, 1024 ...... 042,572 861,842 260,308 920,427 
Corresponding week, 1927 ...... 1,001,032 871,207 264,078 365,057 


Increases for Agricultural Research Work 


In the 1930 appropriation act Congress has continued the 
policy of expanding and strengthening the work of scientific re- 
search so as to enable the Department of Agriculture to render 
greater service in this respect to farmers in every section of the 
country. Last year Congress increased the funds for research 
by items totaling $1,800,000 for the work of the Department and 
$480,000 additional as payments to the States under the Purnell 
Act for the State experiment stations. These increases brought 
the estimated expenditures this year for research in the Depart- 
ment up to approximately $13,000,000, and the payments to the 
States for research to $3,840,000. In the 1930 act about $1,500,- 
000 additional is provided for research in the Department and 
$495,000 for the State experiment stations and the Hawaii sta- 
tion. 


Among the larger increases for research are a new item of 
$160,000 for investigations by the Department of the causes and 
means of prevention of destructive soil erosion and the conser- 
vation of rainfall by terracing and other means; $300,000 for in- 
tensive entomological and plant-breeding work to meet the seri- 
ous situation arising out of the prevalence of leaf hoppers and 
resultant curly-top disease of sugar beets and other important 
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truck crops; $160,000 for forestry research projects (principally 
for items under the McNary-McSweeney Forestry Research 
Act) ; $80,000 for investigational work in the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, including $38,000 for studying contagious abortion of 
cattle; $97,000 for the research projects of the Bureau of Dairy 
Industry ; $325,000 for investigations of the Bureau of Plant In- 
dustry, and $85,000 additional for eradication work under that 
bureau on the phony disease of the peach in the South; $100,000 
for projects of the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, exclusive of 
the $160,000 erosion item previously listed, which is to be hand- 
led by the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils and several other bu- 
reaus ; $168,000 for insect research by the Bureau of Entomology, 
including $40,000 additional for corn-borer research ; $46,000 for 
the investigational work of the Bureau of Agricultural Econom- 
ics; $27,000 for agricultural engineering research projects under 
the Bureau of Public Roads; $20,000 for investigations by the 
Bureau of Home Economics; and an increase of $60,000 for the 
special research program which the Department is conducting 
to find ways and means to meet the situation in farming arising 
out of the infestation of this country of the European corn borer. 
This makes a total fund of $210,000 for 1930 for the special corn- 


borer program, which involves work along engineering, cultural, 
economic, and other lines as distinguished from the research and 
control work relating to the corn borer itself as an insect. There 
is also an increase of $100,000 in the appropriation for printing 
for the Department, which at present is badly congested. 


Reindeer Meat Considered for Army Commissaries 


Proposals have been made to the Quartermaster General 
of the Army that reindeer meat be placed in Army commis- 
saries as a sales article which might be substituted for other 
meats at the discretion of unit commanders and mess officials. 


Reindeer meat and by-products are being shipped into the 
United States each year, from Alaska by both the Bureau of 
Education and private owners. Considering both the present 
stock of these animals and their naturally rapid reproduction 
the supply of reindeer food appears sufficient to meet a consid- 
erable demand, especially as the animals appear peculiarly free 
from stock diseases. 


The Quartermaster General states that in view of the 
mounting cost of fresh beef and the fact that either canned or 
frozen reindeer meat apparently could be delivered at Army 
posts at less cost than beef, he is giving some study to the prop- 
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osition of adding this meat to the stock of sales commissaries 
as a sales article. Reports indicate that the meat has been used 
with satisfactory results in some isolated posts in Alaska. 


Exports of Cuban Vegetables to the United States 


Exports of Cuban vegetables to the United States during 
the first half of March amounted to 5,921,000 pounds as com- 
pared with 4,203,000 pounds during the corresponding two 
weeks last year, according to the American consul at Habana. 
This brings the total shipments thus far this season up to 30,033,- 
000 pounds as against 22,722,000 pounds during the correspond- 
ing period last teason. 

Tomatoes have constituted 71 per cent of the shipments 
thus far this season. Potatoes, egg plant, green peppers and 
lima beans made up the bulk of the balance. 


Bulletin Issued on Pimientos 


The Georgia Experiment Station at Experiment, Ga., has 
issued as Bulletin 150 a 32-page illustrated pamphlet on pimiento 
peppers. The bulletin covers such subjects as seed treatment, 
soil preparation and fertilizing, plant setting, cultivation, insects 
and diseases, the canning of pimientos, and their various uses. 


Canned Milk Production and Stocks 


Manufacturers’ stocks of condensed and evaporated milk on 
March 1 totaled 131,180,000 pounds as compared with 119,313,- 
000 pounds on March 1 last year and a five-year average of 107,- 
444,000 pounds. Production in February was about 5 per cent 
less than for the same month last year. 


Increase Anticipated in Freight Movement 


Carload shipments of the 29 principal commodities in the 
second quarter of this year will be approximately 8,836,714 cars, 
an increase of about 7.5 per cent over the corresponding period 
last year, according to an estimate of the Shippers’ Regional Ad- 
visory Boards. The anticipated shipments of canned goods are 
$2,133 cars, while the actual shipments in the second quarter of 
last year were 35,039 cars, an indicated decrease of 8.3 per cent. 


California Canning Asparagus Forecast 


The production of asparagus for canning in the Delta dis- 
trict of California, according to the March 29 report of the Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics, is estimated at 54,200 tons, 
from 49,300 acres, as compared with a production of 64,100 tons 
from the same acreage in 1928. 


